
TWU. He majored in graphic 
design with a minor in pho-
tography.  

Both Karen and Rob 
grew up attending church. 
Although he attended a Bap-
tist church regularly, Rob 
recalls that it was not until his 
teen years that the Gospel 
became compelling to him 
and he placed his trust for 
salvation in Christ alone. 
Karen grew up in a PCA 
church and came to a saving 
faith around ten years of age 
at Vacation Bible School.  

The Davidson’s defi-
nitely see God at work in 
their lives today. Karen is 
helping teach the first grade 
Sunday school class and is 
grateful that God is “teaching 
me that He can use me even 
with my sins and weak-
nesses.” Rob, who was previ-
ously married, is grateful that 
God has blessed him with 
Karen, Joshua and Hope. His 
desire is for God “to work 
through me” and for 
“obedience to God’s will in 
my life.”     

Attending a Dallas 
Burns soccer game turned 
into a blessed event for Rob 
and Karen Davidson. They 
were part of a singles group 
attending the game and met 
each other that night. After 
dating for six months, they 
were married in August 2008.  
Rob was especially drawn to 
Karen by her strong faith. He 
describes their desire to 
“grow in Christ” as the foun-
dation of their marriage.  
Karen and Rob are parents to 
Joshua, age 6, and Hope, age 
3. Two cats, Tiger and 
Patches, round out the David-
son household. 

Rob is a graphic de-
signer for Morgan Building and 
Spa Company. He enjoys pho-
tography, music, art and his-
tory. Karen is a senior pro-
grammer for Elbit Systems of 
America, an Israeli owned 
defense contractor. Karen 
enjoys writing, teaching, scrap-
booking and reading.  

Karen was born in 
Rochester, New York but 
moved to Knoxville, Tennes-

see as a young child. Her 
younger sister and her mom 
still live in that area.  Her 
father lives in Colorado but 
hopes to move to the 
McKinney area in the near 
future. Karen attended 
Covenant College majoring 
in computer science with a 
minor in Bible studies and 
missions. A memorable col-
lege event was a three week 
trip to Covenant’s sister 
college in Kenya. After 
graduation, Karen worked 
in Chattanooga, Tennessee. 
A job opportunity with Ray-
theon brought Karen to 
Dallas. She and Rob have 
lived in McKinney for the 
past eight years.   

Rob, the younger 
of two sons, was born in 
Hammond, Indiana. Prior to 
moving to Texas in 1983, he 
lived in Denver. After 
graduating from high school, 
Rob served in the Navy for 
five years. Upon returning 
to Dallas, Rob attended 
Collin County Community 
College and graduated from 

Pray for the Persecuted Church 

But we are not of those who 
draw back to perdition, but of 
those who believe to the saving 
of the soul. Hebrews 10:39  
 
GAMBIA – Missionary cou-
ple arrested in Gambia - VOM 
Canada 
On Nov. 29, David and Fiona 
Fulton, British missionaries 
who have been working in 
Gambia for 12 years, were 
arrested for sedition. The 
couple was paraded on state 

television and subsequently 
charged on Dec. 4 with writ-
ing letters that criticized the 
country and for publishing and 
distributing materials "with the 
intent to bring into hatred or 
contempt, to excite disaffec-
tion against the President or 
the Government of Gambia." 
David and Fiona pleaded not 
guilty to the charges and the 
case was adjourned until to-
day. Sources close to the Ful-
tons maintain that the couple 

desires only to spread the 
Good News and that 
David's work as chaplain to 
the Gambian Army and 
Fiona's care of the termi-
nally ill are not political. At 
last report, the Fultons 
were unable to secure bail 
and remained in detention.  
David is being held at the 
high-security Mile Two 
prison,  

(continued on page 3) 
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who we are, He lifts us up.  
We are not lifted in the sense 
that we are equals with God, 
but we are lifted up in the One 
who was lifted up on the 
cross.  Because of our union 
with Christ, he in us and us in 
him, we are now, as Paul says, 
seated with Christ in the heav-
enly realms.  We are now 
lifted up!  As we begin a new 
year, it is appropriate to re-
turn to a message from old – 
the gospel of grace.   
 In thinking back on 
2008 and the blessings we 
have experienced at RPC, I 
can’t help but being humbled.  
Our year started off with the 
retiring of the debt on our 
building, we saw an increase in 
our membership, we added 
students to Redeemer Day 
School, our men’s and 
women’s studies brought 
about our growing in grace, 
our EE teams were blessed 
with wonderful and meaningful 
visits, VBS attracted and in-
structed over 100 children, 
our mission focus was rekin-

dled with a trip to inner city 
St. Louis, we experienced the 
moving of the Holy Spirit week 
after week in our worship, and 
the list just keeps on going and 
going.  In our estate of sinful-
ness and lack of humility, it 
would be easy for us to make 
a list such as this and be proud 
of all we did.  BUT … when 
we humble ourselves before 
the Lord and are lifted up by 
Him, we better understand the 
“success” we are so often 
driven by is not ours at all.  
The Spirit of the Lord is alive 
and well and we are experi-
encing a moving of that Spirit 
at Redeemer.  God is lifting up 
His people as He brings glory 
to Himself.  All we have to do 
is sit down and think about the 
year past and we can’t help but 
see how God has been mov-
ing.  As we begin a new year, 
let us begin with the focus of 
years past, seeing God for who 
He is and therefore ourselves 
for who we are.   

special opportunity to make de-
liveries. 
 Thank you to all who 
came to Sam’s Warehouse in 
McKinney to ring the bell for the 
Salvation Army Red Kettle pro-
gram.  We all had so much fun.  
We were bailed out by the 
Methodists for some time slots 
we didn’t fill, but next year I 
think we can fill the day--
especially if Santa’s helper, Ed 
Kaylor, rings that bell again. 
 Spec ia l  thanks to 
Wendy Meintjes and Bonnie 
Glenn for preparing our an-
nouncements and helping us get 
the word out, setting up collec-
tion boxes, and generally organiz-
ing the logistics to help us all get 
our projects off the ground. 
 Thanks to our elder and 
deacon assigned to Mercy Minis-

 This has been a very full 
year of Mercy Ministry projects 
and we thank you all.  And, a big 
thank you goes out to all whose 
efforts made the end of 2008 so 
special for so many.  Our dea-
cons really picked up the ball for 
the Garage Giveaway from taking 
our donations, to setting up, and 
working the event.  They came 
back with plans to participate in 
this 3e church partnership com-
munity event next year with 
more and bigger plans. 
 Thank you to all who 
participated in the Prison Fellow-
ship Angel Tree and the Silver 
Angel Ministry for the Collin 
County Committee on Aging.  
Marilyn Van Pelt headed up both 
requests for gifts, and you all 
came through with gifts and the 

tries:  Ross Earley and Jared Page 
(with lots of help from Will 
Wende).  They have been very 
supportive of all that the church 
has wanted to do in the commu-
nity through the Mercy Minis-
tries. 
 As our church family 
becomes part of a new year, I 
know that Redeemer will be a 
visible part of the Lord’s work.  
From Mary Beeke’s book, The 
Law of Kindness, in a discussion 
about Matthew 25:34-36 and 
25:40, she relates, “the power of 
the Holy Spirit breeds compas-
sion, love, and humility, which 
are the source of these acts of 
kindness.”  There will always be 
an act of kindness you can claim 
that will make a difference. 
 

“A NEW YEAR … BUT THE SAME FOCUS” 
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Dr. Bryant McGee, 
Pastor 

Mercy Ministry 

 2008 is now part of 
our past and 2009 has arrived.  
As I sit here at my desk in my 
study, I am looking at a beauti-
ful desk nameplate given to 
me by Doris Smith before 
they left for North Carolina.  
The text on the plate is James 
4:10: “Humble yourselves before 
the Lord, and he will lift you up.”  
That is a great text to medi-
tate on as we begin a new 
year because it points us to 
the place where we must al-
ways be – humbled before the 
Lord.  Humility is an under-
standing of your place in con-
nection to another.  As we 
stand before the Lord, like 
Isaiah, we see him for who he 
is and therefore see ourselves 
for who we are (Is 6).  Isaiah 
is humbled as he stands before 
our holy God, and his posture 
displays that as he falls down.  
Humility conveys a sense of 
“lowliness” as the other is 
lifted up and we bow down.  
The promise from our great 
God is when we see him for 
who he is and ourselves for 

And let us not be weary 
in well doing: for in due 
season we shall reap, if 
we faint not. 
Galatians 6:9 



 while Fiona and their 2-year-
old adopted daughter are in 
custody at a police station in 
Banjul, Gambia's capital. Pray 
that the charges brought against 
this couple will be dropped. Ask 
God to give them strength and 
health while in detention. Pray 
that they will rest in the knowl-
edge that Jesus is alongside 
them during this difficult time. 

Psalm 23 
CHINA - Underground Chris-
tians Arrested – China Aid As-
sociation 
House church Christians con-
tinue to be targeted and ar-
rested throughout China, ac-
cording to a Dec. 4 report from 
China Aid Association. More 
than 50 house church Chris-
tians gathered for fellowship in 
Xiji town, Zaozhuang city, Shan-
dong province on Dec. 2 when 
Public Security Bureau officials 
surrounded them and arrested 
approximately 20 believers. The 
officials claimed that they would 
release the prisoners for 2,500 
Yuan (approximately US$27) 
each. On Dec.3, more than 50 
house church Christians were 
arrested by local police in Tai 
Kang county, Henan province. 
At the time of the report, none 
of the believers had been re-
leased. Pray that these Chris-
tians will be released from de-
tention. Pray that, like Paul, 

their imprisonment will result in 
the advancement of God's king-
dom. 
 
Philippians 1:12-14 
NIGERIA – Six Pastors Killed, 
40 Churches Destroyed – 
Compass Direct News 
Following Muslim attacks on 
Christians in Nigeria on Nov. 
28-29, six pastors are dead, at 
least 500 other people killed 
and 40 churches destroyed, 
Compass Direct News re-
ported. More than 25,000 per-
sons were displaced in the two 
days of violence, according to 
the National Emergency Man-
agement Agency. What began 
as outrage over suspected vote 
fraud in local elections degener-
ated into angry Muslims taking 
aim at Christian sites rather 
than at political targets. Police 
and troops reportedly killed 
about 400 rampaging Muslims in 
an effort to quell the unrest, 
and Islamic extremists shot, 
slashed or stabbed to death 
most of more than 100 Chris-
tians killed. Pray for peace in 
this area. Ask God to comfort 
the families of those killed. Pray 
the testimonies of martyred 
believers will draw their perse-
cutors into fellowship with 
Christ. Pray believers in Nigeria 
will forgive their persecutors. 
 
Psalm 91:1-4  
EGYPT -  Christian Brothers 

Falsely Accused of Murder -  
Compass Direct News  On 
Nov. 22, Refaat and Ibrahim 
Fawzy Abdo, Egyptian brothers 
falsely accused of murdering a 
Muslim, were sent to the El 
Wadi El Gadid Detention Camp 
in an attempt to coerce them 
into confessing to the crime, 
according to Compass Direct 
News.  The brothers were ar-
rested after about 60 armed 
Muslims stormed the abu Fana 
monastery in Mallawi, Upper 
Egypt on May 31, where the 
brothers worked as building 
contractors. In the attack, a 
Muslim was killed, 4 Christians 
injured and 3 monks briefly 
kidnapped. The brothers were 
subsequently charged with the 
murder of the Muslim even 
though they were not in the 
area where the violence oc-
curred. In the initial days of 
their detention, they were tor-
tured with electric shocks 8 
hours a day for 3 days in a at-
tempt to make them testify that 
the monks at the monastery 
were armed. Pray that the 
brothers will be released and 
that the false charges against 
them will be dropped. Ask God 
to strengthen and provide for 
their families. 

Psalm 27:1 

Pray for the Persecuted Church continued from page 1 
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"Be joyful always; 
pray continually;"   
 
(1 Thessalonians 5:16-17)  

Choir Report 
Thanks to All!!! 
 It was a busy Decem-
ber for all of us, the choir sang 
every Sunday to celebrate 
Christmas, and we had a 
Christmas Concert in the 
church for the first time. I 
never knew we had so many 
talented people in the church 
to help me to complete my 
crazy plan. I would like to thank 
Jill Cook for directing the Chil-

dren's Choir; Jenifer Kiser for 
her beautiful voice and con-
ducting; Teresa  Reynolds for 
her wonderful piano playing.  
 To celebrate the 
NEW YEAR, I was able to go 
Taiwan to visit with my parents 
between 12/26-1/9. When I get 
back, the two services will start 
on 1/11. I would encourage 
everyone, if you are impressed 
by our choir and our instru-

mentalists, please consider 
joining our Choir or Praise 
Team or you could let me 
know anytime you are ready 
to share Lord's words 
through music.  
 Praise Team will 
start to practice on 1/14 at 
8:00pm. More rehearsal 
schedules will be announced 
in our weekly bulletin  during 
the new year. 

Dr. Christine 
Yang, 
Music  
Director 



HAPPY NEW YEAR!   
 2009 will be a year of 
G.R.O.W.ing for our ladies 
through Bible Study, Fellow-
ship and Mentoring!  In case 
you missed the explanation of 
our acronym:  God Redeems 
Our Women is what each 
letter represents and then we 
add “through Bible Study” or 
“through Fellowship” or 
“through Mentoring”, which 
represent our WIC Bible stud-
ies, our WIC Spring Retreat 
and our WIC Mother/
Daughter Tea. 
 And that reminds me,  
if you are wondering about the 
Tea and when it will be, well it 
has been decided that since 
the month of January is such a 
busy month for the church 
(building stuff, changing to 2 
services, chili cook-off to name 
a few) we will have the Tea on 
March 7th.  So our next 

G.R.O.W. event after the 
special bible study begins on 
January 26 & 28, will be our 
G.R.O.W. through Mentoring 
Tea to be held at the Church. 
More information to come 
soon.   
 Now, please be sure 
to get your study book on 
Ephesians for $10.50 and sign 
up for one of our times of 
study:  Monday evenings at the 
church, beginning at 7:30pm 
and Wednesday mornings at 
church, beginning at 9:15am.  
Also, remember the wonderful 
news that Bryant will be teach-
ing us during the opening time 
and then we will divide into 
groups and go over his talk 
and our homework from the 
book by Sinclair Ferguson.  
Your WIC Board is really ex-
cited about having Bryant 
teach us and for the opportu-
nity for our women to get to 

know him more personally! 
 Also, watch for the 
Women In the Church 
Board  Nomination box, 
into which you can put names 
of our women whom you 
would like to nominate for 
WIC President, Secretary & 
Historian.  The time of service 
is two years for each office 
and your President and Secre-
tary have served the last two 
years. Our Historian, Sherry 
Arp, has not served two years, 
but since she is expecting 
TWINS, she has asked to be 
excused from her office early.  
The ladies nominated must be 
members of RPC and have 
been involved in our WIC in 
some capacity for at least a 
year. 
 Okay, now sign up 
for our G.R.O.W. Bible 
study!   You’ll be glad you did! 

the church, women as singles, 
women as wives, and women 
as mothers. Finally we covered 
the specific topics of dating 
and purity. Along the way, we 
looked at the various scrip-
tural discussions of women's 
roles in the church and mar-
riage, and we discussed our 
call to practice the fruits and 
gifts of the Spirit in the world, 
the church, and the home.  
 
 As we addressed the 
many aspects of God's crea-
tion -- dating, purity and sexu-
ality, food, alcohol and drugs -- 
we learned that we will ap-
proach all of these things 
rightly, if we enjoy and believe 
that Jesus Christ is sufficient 
for us at all times and in all 
relationships. If I embrace that 
Jesus Christ is sufficient for 
me, I will enjoy His creation -- 
people and things -- as He 
intended, instead of misusing 
or manipulating people and 

 In December, the 
youth wrapped up their study 
on biblical manhood and wom-
anhood. We broke separately 
into girls' and guys' rooms for 
all but 2 discussions, and we 
covered several  "hot topics" 
as well as several foundational 
aspects of being created by 
God as a man or a woman. 
Most of all, we sought to look 
at each aspect through the 
particular lens of service to 
Jesus and self-denial. The 
greatest, most complete exam-
ple of service and leadership is 
Jesus Christ, who emptied 
Himself for us, and who leads 
us perfectly and lovingly and 
graciously as Prophet, Priest, 
and King. 
 
Spotlight on biblical wom-
anhood... 
 
The girls looked at the various 
aspects of womanhood: 
women in creation, women in 

things into artificial messiahs.  
 
 It's the daily hope for 
all of us regardless of age: 
trusting in Christ and finding 
satisfaction in Him -- being 
filled to the measure with His 
goodness. "And I pray that you, 
being rooted and established in 
love, may have power, together 
with all the saints, to grasp how 
wide and long and high and deep 
is the love of Christ, and to know 
this love, that surpasses all 
knowledge, that you may be filled 
to the measure with all the full-
ness of Christ." (Ephesians 3) 
 
 The youth ended the 
year with service work, baby-
sitting and working at tables at 
the Church Adult Christmas 
Party, and also serving in the 
Christmas Music Program. 
 
 Anne Chamberlin 
 

Youth Report 

I

Women In the Church 
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“This is the one to 
whom I will look: he 
who is humble and 
contrite in spirit 
and trembles at My 
word.” 
Isaiah 66:2b (ESV) 

Linda Clark, 
President 



 Jesus could accom-
plish man’s redemption in no 
other way than by crucifix-
ion—He must die, and die the 
death of the cross.  What light 
and glory beam around the 
cross!  Of what prodigies of 
grace is it the instrument, of 
what glorious truths is it the 
symbol, of what mighty, magic 
power is it the source! Around 
it gathers all the light of the 
Old Testament economy.  It 
explains every symbol—it sub-
stantiates every shadow—it 
solves every mystery—it fulfills 
every type—it confirms every 
prophecy of that dispensation 
which had eternally remained 
unmeaning and inexplicable 
except for the death of the 
Son of God upon the cross.   
 Not the past only, but 
all future splendor gathers 
around the cross of our Lord 
Jesus Christ.  It assures us of 
the ultimate reign of the Savior 
and tells of the reward which 
shall spring from His suffer-
ings—and while its one arm 
points to the divine counsels of 
eternity past, with the other it 
points to the future triumph 
and glory of Christ’s kingdom 
in the eternity to come.  Such 
is the lowly yet sublime—the 
weak yet mighty instrument by 
which the sinner is saved and 
God eternally glorified.  

 The cross of Christ was 
in Paul’s view the grand consum-
mation of all preceding dispensa-
tions of God to men.  The cause 
of all spiritual blessings to our 
fallen race.  The cross of Christ 
was the scene of Christ’s splen-
did victories over all His enemies 
and ours.  The cross of Christ 
was the most powerful incentive 
to all evangelical holiness.  The 
cross of Christ was the instru-
ment which was to subjugate the 
world to the supremacy of Jesus.  
The cross of Christ was the 
source of all true peace, joy and 
hope.  The cross of Christ is the 
tree beneath whose shadow all 
sin expired, all grace lived. 
 Marvelous and irresisti-
ble is the power of the cross!  
The cross of Christ has subdued 
many a rebellious will—broken 
many a marble heart—laid low 
many a vaunting foe—overcome 
and triumphed when all other 
instruments have failed—
transformed the lion-like heart of 
man, into the lamb-like heart of 
Christ—won and attracted mil-
lions to its faith, admiration and 
love! 
 What a marvelous 
power does this cross of Jesus 
possess!  It changes the Chris-
tian’s entire judgment of the 
world.  Looking at the world 
through the cross, his opinion is 

totally revolutionized.  He sees 
it as it really is—a sinful, empty, 
vain thing.  He learns its iniq-
uity, in that it crucified the 
Lord of life and glory.  His ex-
pectations from the world, his 
love to the world are changed.  
He has found another object of 
love—the Savior whom the 
world cast out and slew.  And 
his love to the world is de-
stroyed by that power which 
alone could destroy it—the 
crucifying power of the cross. 
 It is the cross which 
eclipses, in the view of the true 
believer, the glory and attrac-
tion of every other object.  
What is the weapon by which 
faith combats with and over-
comes the world? The cross of 
Jesus!  Just as the natural eye, 
gazing for a while upon the sun, 
is blinded for the moment—so 
to the believer, concentrating 
his mind on the glory of the 
crucified Savior, studying 
closely the wonders of grace, 
love and truth meeting on the 
cross—the world with all its 
attraction fades into the full 
darkness of an eclipse. Are not 
Christ and His cross infinitely 
better than the world and its 
love?  “But God forbid that I 
should glory, save in the cross of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom 
the world is crucified unto me, 
and I unto the world.” 

Redeemer Day School 

Christ’s Sympathy to Weary Pilgrims  by Octavius Winslow 1808-1878 

Page 5 

 

Looking At The 
World Through 
The Cross 
 

 RDS had a wonderful 
time celebrating Jesus’ Birth-
day this past December be-
fore our holiday break.  RDS 
will be back in school starting 
January 6, 2009.  This month 
of January, RDS will be learn-
ing about the different seasons 
and more bible verses.  We 

are extremely pleased with the 
progress our 3 and 4 year olds 
have been making in learning 
their verses and Catechism 
questions this past semester.  
We are looking forward to a 
wonderful start of this year as 
well as learning more about our 
Lord and all that he provides for 

us.  RDS is also starting open 
enrollment for the year 2009-
2010 starting on February 3rd.  
Please contact Shelli Phillips at: 
s.phillips75@yahoo.com or our 
RDS website at: http://
mdo.redeemer-mckinney.org/ 
 Shelli Phillips, 

RDS Director 



manifestation.” The point be-
ing that there is no true 
knowledge apart from God, 
and so God's prevenience 
bears on all of life.  
 Historically, much 
after the Reformers, this doc-
trine was linked with God's 
grace and regeneration. It was 
distorted by John Wesley who 
claimed God's prevenient 
grace is with us from birth, 
preparing us for new life in 
Christ. "Prevenient" means 
"comes before." Wesley did 
not believe that humanity was 
totally "depraved" but rather 
God places a little spark of 
divine grace within us which 
enables us to recognize and 
accept God's justifying grace. 
Preparing grace is "free in all 
for all," as Wesley used to say.  
 Th is  “prevenient 
grace” is much different from a 
“prevenient God”. One tells us 
you just need to do it, try a 
little harder and be a good 
person. The other turns us to 
God, “for it is God who works 
in you both to will and to 
work for his good pleas-
ure.” (Phil. 2:13) 
 The implications of 
this somewhat obscure doc-
trine are helpful for us to con-
sider further. Rather than 
making necessary changes to 
be a better person, the doc-
trine of prevenience allows us 
to ask, What has God been 

doing here? What races of 
grace can I discern in this life? 
What history of love can I 
read in this group? What has 
God set in motion that I can 
get in on?  
 Again, while the dis-
tinction is subtle, it is pro-
found. Rather than having a 
“to do list” approach to our 
sanctification that we contrive 
based on our own assessment 
of who we need to be, let us 
seek to follow in step with 
God and what His Spirit will 
work in us as part of the 
Christian life. One is a very 
Arminian/Wesleyan, man cen-
tered approach to life's resolu-
tions (at the beginning of a 
new year or any other time), 
even with good desires, while 
the other is a more God cen-
tered approach.  
 At the very least, a 
focus on God's prevenience 
benefits the believer by not 
looking for results and looking 
for God, or more appropri-
ately, seeking to follow Him. 
“For we are his workmanship, 
created in Christ Jesus for 
good works, which God pre-
pared beforehand, that we 
should walk in them.” (Eph. 
2:10) Bearing this in mind, 
happy new year to us all.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Pastor Rolf    

New Year—God's Prevenience 
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 I'm not sure if you're 
the New Year's Resolution 
type. Surely the practice of re-
evaluating your life and priori-
ties at this time of year can be 
beneficial, yet others seek to 
prevent further disappoint-
ment by abstaining from such 
a practice. It is not my intent 
to make a case for or against 
New Year's resolutions, but 
rather to address the notion 
of how we as Christians turn 
over a new leaf at any time of 
the year or in any stage of our 
life. Eugene Peterson has 
helped me to consider how 
we seem to have lost sight of 
God's prevenience in the 
Christian life.  
 What's prevenience 
you ask? Simple – God is al-
ways  and everywhere 
“seizing” the initiative. In 
other words prevenience is, 
“God gets things going. He 
had and continues to have the 
first word. Prevenience is the 
conviction that God has been 
working diligently, redemp-
tively, and strategically before 
I appeared on the scene, be-
fore I was aware there was 
something here for me to do.” 
Therefore, we can conclude, 
“In the magisterial Reformers, 
if God is prevenient in all 
things, then God is prevenient 
in our acts of knowing, and so 
our knowledge of God is 
rooted in God's self-

Rolf Meintjes, 
Associate 
Pastor 

The reason for the rooster...  
Even if I have to die with You, I 
will not deny You!”   
 So to remind them-
selves not to deny the Master 
like Peter did, they use the 
rooster weather vane on their 
churches.  Therefore, for 
those of you who like to deco-
rate with roosters, now you 
have a good reason to do so!  
Let them remind you of Peter. 

other Christian symbol on the 
roofs of their buildings, so they 
decided to use the rooster 
instead, because of Mark 14:29
-31: “Peter said to Him, “Even 
though all may fall away, yet I will 
not.” And Jesus said to him, 
“Truly I say to you, that you your-
self this very night, before a cock 
crows twice, shall three times 
deny Me.”...Peter kept saying, 

 For any of you who 
have wondered or even no-
ticed the rooster weather 
vane near the article on the 
persecuted church and for 
those of you who mostly 
haven’t noticed, I decided it 
was time to explain.  The 
story goes like this: many of 
the churches around the 
world cannot put a cross or 



The Session met on Tuesday, 
December 9, 2008 to interview 
Hendri Meintjes for the office of 
Deacon and Tim Armstrong for 
the office of Ruling Elder. Both 
men completed the 8 month 
training with Pastor McGee and 
passed their final written test!!  
Each interview lasted at least 45 
minutes to an hour and covered 
many areas including personal, 
doctrines of the church, Bible 
and other areas.   
Also a commission of Elders met 
with Wendy Meintjes and Linda 
Armstrong on Sunday morning, 
Dec. 7, 2008. Both wives fully 
support their husband’s decision 
to serve RPC as an officer of the 
church. 

The Session will recommend 
Hendri Meintjes for Deacon at 
the congregational meeting on 
Jan. 11, 2009.  Tim Armstrong 
requested he not be presented 
to the congregation at this time. 
He would like some additional 
time to discern his internal call 
to serve as Ruling Elder. 
Also, returning from inactive 
status will be Deacons Curtis 
Blagburn and Bob Burgess and 
Ruling Elder Tim Yates.  All will 
be presented to the congrega-
tion for election to the class of 
2011.  
Deacon Gary Loney and Ruling 
Elder Ed Kaylor will be rotating 
off the Diaconate and Session 
respectively as they are required 
by our By-Laws to take a mini-

mum one year break for having 
served two consecutive three-
year terms. 
P.S.  On a personal note I would 
like to thank the members of Re-
deemer Presbyterian for giving me 
the opportunity to serve as Ruling 
Elder. The last six years I have seen 
RPC grow not only numerically 
(Praise be to God) but spiritually as 
well. Also I would like to thank the 
men who I have served with on the 
Diaconate and Session these past 
six years.  The commitment these 
men have in serving God and the 
saints at RPC is truly a blessing from 
God.  Because of our recent increase 
in membership I will be keeping my 
Shepherding group while in inactive 
status so as to assist the Session in 
shepherding the saints of RPC.    
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Report from the Building Committee 
Building Committee 

progress has been slowed con-
siderably during December. The 
City of McKinney has been do-
ing an in-depth review of our 
plans and has required that sev-
eral issues be resolved before 
we can proceed further. The 
most difficult issue has been an 
apparent conflict between the 
Craig Ranch requirement that 
we build to within 2 to 6 feet of 
our property line and a require-
ment from CoServ Electric that 
we maintain a safe offset from 
their power poles and lines that 
run along Alma Road next to 

our property line. We have been 
working hard with our architects 
to develop a plan that will be 
acceptable to everyone involved.  

As things currently 
stand, the earliest we can obtain 
approval from the City of McKin-
ney is at their January 13 Planning 
and Zoning Committee meeting. 
At that point we will be able to 
solicit bids from candidate build-
ers and once that process is com-
plete, we can finalize arrange-
ments with the bank. If things 
proceed as we hope, we may be 
able to break ground in February. 
The silver lining in this dark cloud 

is that some material costs have 
dropped as a result of the eco-
nomic downturn.  

Please keep the work 
of the Building Committee in 
your prayers. We are aware of 2 
other ongoing major church 
building programs that have en-
countered long delays with the 
City of McKinney. Pray that we 
can reach resolution with the 
city staff and proceed forward 
with the facilities we desperately 
need in order to serve God in 
this community.  

Diaconate Report 
Diaconate met Thursday,  
December 4, 2008 
 
Discussed : 
• Diaconate scheduling for 

two services.  
• The opportunity for volun-

teers to assist with Usher-
ing, handing out bulletins, 
assisting with the offering 
and other tasks.  Mark Con-

rad to assist with organizing 
volunteers.  Item to be 
placed in bulletin and an-
nouncements. 

• Mercy ministry/Deacon Fund 
– Special offering to be taken 
Sunday December 14 after 
service, item to be placed in 
bulletin and announcements. 

• Discussion on progress of 
building program 

• Spent time in prayer to-
gether. 

• Setup for Christmas party. 
• Discussed a proposal from 

Alex Stem to start a job 
s e e k e r s  b u l l e t i n 
board.  Agreed it was a 
great idea and would like 
more information from 
Alex on how he would like 
to accomplish this 

Will 
Wende, 
Chairman 

Stewart 
Teasley, 
Chairman 

Ed  
Kaylor, RE 
Clerk of 
Session 



 

Ruling Elders & their main 
Responsibilities: 

 
Bill Caldwell: Operations 

Ross Earley: Outreach 

Ed Kaylor: Clerk  

Matt Lenhard: Nurture 

Steve Lytle: Nurture 

 
 
 
 
 

Church Staff: 
 
Dr. Bryant McGee: Senior Pastor 
Rolf Meintjes: Assoc. Pastor 

Wendy Meintjes: Admin. Assistant 

Dr. Christine Yang: Music Director 

Shelli Phillips: RDS Director 

 

 

 

Deacons: 
 
Will Wende, Chairman 
Anthony Broadfoot 
Steve Buchanan, Clerk 
Gary Loney 
Jared Page 
David Vender 

 

Redeemer Elders & Deacons   

Grace upon Grace: Receiving as a Body and Reaching Out as Believers. 

 

Redeemer Presbyterian Church 

Phone: 972-529-1502 
 

7820 Silverado Trail 
McKinney, Texas 75070 
 


