
greatly enjoying the fall sea-
son and watching college 
football; he also enjoys Nas-
car races and playing golf. 
Michelle still enjoys playing 
softball and just being outside. 
She also looks forward to 
enjoying the fellowship of 
other Christian women in 
Bible study. 
 
How is God working to-
day? 
 
“Jason and I had a very diffi-
cult time having children. Af-
ter 3 very hard years of fertil-
ity treatments and many dis-
appointments God blessed us 
with our daughter Natalie. A 
year later we were pregnant 
with Mikey. God has been 
working in our lives and really 
leading us this last year. He 
brought us to Redeemer and 
the Mother’s Day Out (now 
Redeemer Day School) and 
blessed us with some great 
friends that we now consider 
our family here in Dallas since 
all of our family lives in 
Tulsa.” 

 Jason and Michelle 
Morton say they knew they 
would spend the rest of their 
lives together a week after 
Jason’s best friend introduced 
them. Within three months 
Jason had asked Michelle’s dad 
for her hand and then pro-
posed that same night. Now 
approaching their 10 year an-
niversary, Jason and Michelle 
can look to the testimony of 
both sets of parents for how 
to make a marriage endure. 
Jason’s parents have been 
married for 37 years, and Mi-
chelle’s parents just cele-
brated their 35th wedding an-
niversary. Today Jason and 
Michelle are the parents of 
Natalie (4) and Michael 
“Mikey” (2 ½); both attend 
Redeemer Day School where 
Michelle also teaches. 
 Both Jason and Mi-
chelle were born and raised in 
Tulsa, Oklahoma, where their 
families remain. Jason gradu-
ated from the University of 
Tulsa, earning a degree in Bi-
ology with a minor in Chemis-
try. Michelle went to North-

east Oklahoma on a softball 
scholarship and studied Ele-
mentary Education and 
Business. The Mortons 
came to McKinney in Sep-
tember 2004 for Jason’s job; 
he works as a hospital ser-
vice manager for the Ameri-
can Red Cross. In addition 
to teaching and being 
“mom”, Michelle is also 
studying full-time towards a 
degree in Education and 
Counseling through the 
University of Phoenix. 
 Brought up in 
church, both Jason and Mi-
chelle say they “never re-
member a time in our lives 
when Christ was not in it.” 
Michelle was baptized at 13 
in the Methodist church; 
Jason was baptized as a 
teenager at Victory Chris-
tian Center.. The Mortons 
found Redeemer through 
Michelle, Natalie, and 
Mikey’s involvement with 
Redeemer Day School.  
 In their “spare 
time”, Jason and Michelle 
both enjoy sports : Jason is 
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AZERBAIJAN   

UPDATE: Imprisoned Bap-
tist Pastor's Appeal Re-
jected - Forum 18 News 

On October 3, the Sheki 
Appeal Court in Azerbaijan 
rejected Pastor Zaur 
Baleav's appeal to have his 
two-year prison sentence 
overturned. According to 
Forum 18 News Service, 
the head of the Baptist 

Union, Ilya Zenchenko, 
said, "We are stunned at 
the result the court 
handed down. We don't 
know what to do. It is a 
tragedy for his wife and 
children. It was all over in 
two minutes. Zaur's son is 
distressed, complaining 
that there is no hope and 
no law in Azerbaijan. He is 
very young, but his emo-
tional reaction is under-
standable." Pray the Holy 

Spirit encourages Pastor 
Balaev, his family and be-
lievers in Azerbaijan. Ask 
God to use his testimony 
to draw non-believers 
into fellowship with Him.  

Hebrews 13:5,6;  

Isaiah 54:17  

(continued on page 3) 
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 When I’m sick I’m 
pretty much a baby and want 
everyone to wait on me hand 
and foot. I’m not a very good 
sick person!   When I begin to 
get better, I am thankful that 
the illness is going away.  After I 
am completely better, suddenly 
there is no need to be thankful 
anymore because things are ok.  
When we are sick, there is 
something wrong on the inside 
and it is revealed in the outside 
– we’re sick on the inside and 
the outside.   
 This is what Luke de-
scribes in his gospel account 
when Jesus was confronted by 
the 10 lepers who screamed 
out for him to pity them and 
heal them from their illness (Lk 
17:11-19).  Jesus did not even 
walk over to them but declared 
that they go to the priest and 
show themselves to be cleansed 
and all 10 of them turned and 
went.  Only 1 of the 10 
stopped, came back, and threw 
himself at Jesus’ feet and 
thanked him for the healing he 
received.  Jesus responds by 
asking where the other 9 are 
and then declares that this one 
man’s faith has made him well.  
He was sick on the outside, as 
the other 9 were with their 
leprosy, and Jesus cleansed 
them.  All 10 of them were also 

sick on the inside and needed 
the healing power of the gospel 
that would make them well, not 
just an outward cleansing but an 
inward change of the heart, and 
only 1 received that.   
 As I sit here at my 
desk and the weather has begun 
to change and the deadline for 
my Trumpet article approached 
(Oct 15 for the Nov publica-
tion), I thought to myself I 
really need to write an article 
on thankfulness since this is the 
issue that will come up a few 
weeks before Thanksgiving.  I 
know I am like the one man in 
that God has given His grace to 
me and made me well, but all 
too often my actions are like 
the other nine in that my thank-
fulness is temporary.  Why 
should we be thankful only at 
one season of the year when 
we have been cleansed 
(outwardly) and made well 
(inwardly)?  Why are our times 
of thankfulness to God sporadic 
and many times motivated only 
by what we want instead of 
what we have received?  Per-
haps it is because we are not as 
thankful as we should be and 
instead of constantly coming 
and falling before the Savior and 
thanking Him for what he gives, 
we are focused on ourselves 
and our own wants and desires. 

The story is told of a 
devout king who was disturbed 
by the ingratitude of his royal 
court.  He prepared a large 
banquet for them.  When the 
king and his royal guests were 
seated, by prearrangement, a 
beggar shuffled into the hall, sat 
down at the king’s table, and 
gorged himself with food.  
Without saying a word, he then 
left the room.  The guests were 
furious and asked permission to 
seize the tramp and tear him 
limb from limb for his ingrati-
tude.  The king replied, “That 
beggar has done only once to 
an earthly king what each of 
you does 3 times each day to 
God.  You sit there at the table 
and eat until you are satisfied.  
Then you walk away without 
recognizing God, or expressing 
one word of thanks to him.” 

As we approach 
Thanksgiving, we above all peo-
ple have much to be thankful 
for.  Let’s respond by coming 
back to our gracious Savior and 
throw ourselves at His feet and 
thank Him for making us well. 

ence, somebody had stolen his 
violin. But he would play the 
recital with the “unknown” vio-
lin. He said, “Friends, I want to 
tell you, the music is not in the 
instruments, but in our heart.” 
 Then Paganini played 
that violin in his recital with his 
heart, and the audience was 
touched so much, the “bravo” 
filled the hall.  
 For my ministry of 
music, that is what I want to 

“I have told you these things, so 
that in me you may have peace. In 
this world you will have trouble. 
But take heart! I have overcome 
world.” John 16:33 
 Paganini is a world 
known violist. One day, before 
a performance, he found the 
violin he had was not his 
“expensive” instrument. He 
didn’t know what to do, but 
after a couple minutes, he went 
back on stage, and told his audi-

share with you and want to 
remind myself always, play with 
my heart. When I played that 
“old” piano, I knew the condi-
tion of the instrument was not 
good, but I tried to make every 
note come from my heart and 
to make it “real”. Now we have 
a great new piano, but I will still 
play it with my heart, because 
God told us, “But Take Heart! I 
have overcome world”. 
 Christine Yang 

Paganini is a world known violist. 
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Why are our 
times of 
thankfulness to 
God sporadic and 
many times 
motivated only by 
what we want 
instead of what 
we have received?  

Choir and Music 
News 

Bryant McGee, 
Senior Pastor 



GAZA STRIP  

On October 7, 26-year-old 
Rami Ayyad’s body was recov-
ered near the Teachers’ Book-
shop where he worked in the 
Palestinian territory of Gaza. 
His body had stab wounds and 
bullet holes. According to 
Christian Broadcasting Net-
work (CBN) News, Ayyad was 
kidnapped the day before by an 
unidentified group. CBN News 
quoted the spokesperson for 
the Palestinian Bible Society, 
Simon Azazian, who said, “We 
do not know the exact identity 
of the group, but we know he 
was martyred for his faith in 
Christ.” 

Ayyad told co-workers he’d 
noticed a car with no license 
plates following him. At 6 p.m. 
(on Saturday), his wife received 
a phone call from him saying 
he’d been taken captive by a 
group of people and would be 
home late. A second phone call 
relayed the same message.” 
CBN reports Azazian wrote an 
e-mail message to co-workers 
which said, “Rami was the most 
gentle member of our team, 
the ever smiling one. He was 
the face of our Bible shop, al-
ways receiving visitors and 
serving them as Jesus would.  

Please pray for Rami’s family, 
for the team and all followers 
of Christ in Gaza. He left be-
hind a committed team of ser-
vants of the Lord. Please pray 
for those who think that by 
killing us, they offer a service to 
God. May they come to know 
His love.  

The hour of the ultimate 
cost of following Christ has 
come. Blessed be the name 
of the Lord.”  

Rami is survived by his preg-
nant wife and two young chil-
dren. Pray the Holy Spirit com-
forts his family during this diffi-
cult time. Pray Rami’s testi-
mony will bring non-believers, 
especially his killers, into the 
knowledge of Jesus Christ. Ask 
God to protect believers in 
Gaza. 

Isaiah 26:3-4;  

Romans 8:18,37-39 

 

CHINA   

Two House Church Leaders 
under House Arrest - China 
Aid Association 

On October 1, the Chinese 
government placed two house 
church leaders, Hua Huiqi and 
Liu Fenggang, under house ar-
rest. According to China Aid 
Association (CAA), "Each of 
their houses has been sur-
rounded by two dozen police. 
Some Public Security Bureau 
(PSB) officers were even staged 
on top of Pastor Hua's roof in 
order to prevent anyone from 
coming in or going out. On 
October 3, eight PSB officers 
broke Hua and his wife's bed-
room windows, and then cut 
off the electricity to their 
house." Hua Huiqi was released 
from prison in July after serving 
six months, while Liu Fenggang 
was released in February after 
three years in prison. Mean-
while, Hua Huiqi's 77-year-old 
mother, Shuang Shuying, is 
serving a two-year sentence. 
According to CAA, Shuang 
Shuying was recently beaten 
severely, received no medical 
care; she is now dying in her 
prison cell. Pray for Christians 

in China who face increased 
persecution ahead of the 2008 
Olympics. Pray God encour-
ages and heals Shuang Shuying 
in prison.  

Romans 8:11,  

Exodus 15: 26  

 

SUDAN  

Suicide Bomber Kills 
Youth, Wounds Others in 
Sudanese Church – VOM  

 
On September 27, a suicide 
bomber in military clothing 
detonated a grenade, killing five 
youth and critically wounding 
four others, in Sudan's Upper 
Nile state. According to The 
Voice of the Martyrs' contacts 
in Sudan, "A pastor was having 
an overnight service in Khorful-
lus town, when an unidentified 
man walked into the service 
and detonated a grenade, killing 
himself, five children and criti-
cally wounding four others, 
including the pastor and his 
wife." VOM contacts added 
that the bomber was dressed in 
full military clothing, normally 
worn by government officials. 
VOM is assisting families af-
fected by this tragedy during 
this difficult time. Pray God 
comforts and encourages the 
families of those killed. Pray for 
a speedy recovery for those 
injured. 

 Psalm 118: 17,  

Isaiah 40:31  
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77 year old, 
Shuang 
Shuying was 
recently beaten 
severely, 
received no 
medical care; 
she is now 
dying in her 
prison cell.  

“The hour of the ulti-
mate cost of follow-
ing Christ has come. 
Blessed be the name 
of the Lord.” 

Matthew 26:75 



 As we considered last 
month, corporate worship serves 
as the foundation from which 
family worship builds.  The 
ordinary means of grace, includ-
ing the preaching of the Word 
and sacraments, build up and 
unite the family in the common 
faith. Bearing this in mind, fam-
ily worship reiterates what is  
being taught in the church. His-
torically, this discipline was 
practiced through Scripture 
reading, singing, catechism and 
prayer. Yet, before we discuss 
the form and practical issues 
involved, let us examine scrip-
ture for wisdom in incorporating 
this habit into our family life. In 
other words, let's see what the 
Bible says about it and why its 
important to even consider do-
ing family worship.  
 Let me begin by saying 
there is no verse in Scripture 
which expressly commands the 
practice of family worship. Nev-
ertheless, as we examine pas-
sages of scripture, it quickly 
becomes apparent that it serves 
as a wise application of what 
scripture does command of par-
ents and the family. Let us con-
sider 2 Timothy 3:14-17. This 
passage is well known for its 
emphasis on the inspiration and 
authority of Scripture. However, 
the broader context is to prepare 
the believer to face persecution. 
Therefore, Paul commends 

Timothy to, “continue in what 
you have learned and firmly be-
lieved, knowing from whom you 
learned it and how from child-
hood you have been acquainted 
with the sacred writings, which 
are able to make you wise for 
salvation through faith in Christ 
Jesus.”  Timothy had been 
taught the truths of the faith from 
childhood. From childhood he 
had become acquainted with the 
sacred writings, the scriptures 
that are God breathed, and prof-
itable for teaching, reproof, cor-
rection and training in righteous-
ness.” This text then explicitly 
teaches that as parents we must 
be teaching our children the 
truths of Scripture. The question 
and difficulty arises when we 
consider in what venue this is to 
take place.  
 This builds off of 
Timothy's “sincere faith” that 
first dwelt in his grandmother 
and then his mother. (1 Timothy 
1:5). Timothy's faith had been 
passed on to him through the 
sacred writings. Granted this 
does not prove that we must do 
family devotions, but it sure 
makes a strong case for it. How 
else are we passing on the faith? 
In what ways are we digging into 
the Word with our kids. The 
Word of God is central to the 
Christian life, Paul makes that 
much very clear. Are we display-
ing this centrality of the Word of 

God in our homes, or is it more 
of a passing Bible story when 
convenient? How do we expect 
our kids to be grounded in the 
Word if we are not teaching 
them the Word. Again, in the 
context before Paul reminds 
Timothy of the centrality of the 
Word, he says, “in the last days 
there will be difficult times. For 
people will be lovers of self, 
lovers of money, proud, arro-
gant, abusive, disobedient to 
their parents, ungrateful, un-
holy, heartless...” All of these 
sins, which our culture is satu-
rated with, is what Paul says the 
living Word of God is able to 
address. For the Scriptures are 
“God-breathed, useful for 
teaching, reproof, correction, 
and for training in righteous-
ness.” Therefore, the Word of 
God must have a central place in 
the family. Family Worship 
serves as a wonderful conduit 
through which the Word of God 
can have this central place in the 
lives of our families at Re-
deemer. Although Paul does not 
institute family worship in this 
text, the value of family worship 
becomes exceedingly evident 
when we consider what Paul 
does command, namely to pass 
on the truths of the sacred writ-
ings to our kids in a day and age 
when they have fallen out of 
favor.  

ing 1 Timothy together. It has 
been a profitable study, as we 
learn how Christ desires young 
people to live, through the 
teachings of the apostle Paul to 
his spiritual son in the Lord - 
Timothy.  
 We are initiating a new 
aspect of youth ministry this 
week. Several very cool ladies in 
the church (Rebekah Lovelace, 
Anne Chamberlin, Adrienne 
Dagley and Laura Meintjes) will 

 The Youth ministry 
continues to move forward at 
Redeemer. We have been enjoy-
ing our times together during 
Sunday School and WYGTs.  
Right now we continue to press 
on through the catechism in 
Sunday School. We are currently 
learning about the sacraments of 
the church, what they mean and 
why they are important.  
 In youth group on 
Wednesday night, we are study-

seek to serve as mentors to the 
young ladies in our youth minis-
try. Please pray for the Lord's 
blessing on this aspect of youth 
ministry.  
 Finally, the youth will 
be enjoying our annual Fall High 
School retreat next month. We 
get together with the youth 
from several other PCA 
churches. It will, no doubt, be a 
wonderful time of fun and fel-
lowship.  

Youth News 

I

Associate Pastor’s Article—Family Worship 
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There is no 
verse in 
Scripture which 
expressly 
commands the 
practice of 
family worship.  

Learning about 
a Christian 
World View! 

Rolf Meintjes,  
Associate Pastor 



 It is by an act of simple, 
prayerful faith we transfer our 
cares and anxieties, our sorrows 
and needs, to the Lord.  Jesus 
invites you come and lean upon 
Him, lean with all your might 
upon the arm that balances the 
universe, and upon that bosom 
that bled for you upon the sol-
dier’s spear!  But you doubtingly 
ask, “Is the Lord able to do this 
thing for me?”  And thus, while 
you’re debating the matter about 
which there is not a shadow of 
doubt, the burden is crushing your 
spirit to the dust.  And all the 

while Jesus stands at your side and 
lovingly says, “Cast your burden 
upon Me and I will sustain you. I 
am God Almighty.  I bore the load 
of your sin and condemnation up 
the steep of Calvary, and the same 
power of omnipotence, and the 
same strength of love that bore it 
all for you then, is prepared to 
bear your need and sorrow now.  
Roll it all upon Me!  Child of My 
love! Lean Hard!  Let Me feel 
the pressure of your care.  I know 
your burden, child!  I shaped it—
I poised it in My own hand and 
made no proportion of its weight 

to your unaided strength.  For 
even as I laid it on, I said I shall be 
near, and while he/she leans on 
Me, this burden shall be Mine, not 
his/hers.  So shall I keep My child 
within the encircling arms of My 
own love.  Here lay it down! Do 
not fear to impose it on a shoul-
der which upholds the govern-
ment of worlds!   Yet closer 
come!  You are not near enough!  
I would embrace your burden, so I 
might feel My child reposing on 
My breast.  You love Me!  I know 
it.  Doubt not, then.  But, loving 
Me, Lean Hard!” 

American church. Of all the na-
tional churches in the world, it is 
one of the least effective in evan-
gelizing. I find this both tragic and 
embarrassing. Ever second of every 
day God is building His invisible 
and eternal church as He brings 
the world's lost men, women and 
children to Himself. In many coun-
tries, the Christian church is ex-
ploding with growth, and yet the 
American church, with the world's 
best-educated clergy, the world's 
most resources, and the world's 
most political freedom, declines. 
Why? The American Church is 
afraid to share it's faith, caught is a 

This is an edited excerpt of a chap-
ter from a soon to be published 
book by Ken Priddy title, The 
Silent Church: 39 Reasons We 
keep the Good News to Our-
selves. A phobia is a fear and we 
all have fears; fear of heights, fear 
of public speaking, fear of spiders, 
fear of confined spaces, fear of 
going to the dentist, fear of being 
found out, fear of failure, to name 
a few. In observing the American 
church, I have discovered a fear 
that is running at epidemic propor-
tions; the fear of evangelizing; or as 
I have come to call it, evangepho-
bia. This fear has paralyzed the 

sweeping outbreak of evangepho-
bia. CAUSES OF EVANGEPHO-
BIA When questioned about their 
evangephobia, American Chris-
tians list many causes, but several 
are cited with great frequency. 
Some avoid evangelizing because 
they don't have the spiritual gift 
of evangelism, seeing this lack of 
gifting as a free pass on the re-
sponsibility of sharing the faith. 
Others shy away from evangeliz-
ing because they don't want to 
offend people. Some wrap the 
fear of evangelizing around an-
other fear, the fear of rejection. 
      (continued on page 7) 

Evangelism Explosion 

Women In the Church 

of the Women In the Church.   
  
Some other areas of ministry in-
clude:  
  
Coordinating with Deacons in the 
ordering of special occasion flow-
ers for worship. 
  
Coordinate with other committees 
for special occasions and events at 
the church where decorations are 
needed.   
  
Also, after years of joyful service, 
Ester Hamill is needing to find 

someone who would take over 
the ministry of providing the roses 
for the newborns.   
  
So, if you like to entertain, deco-
rate, or arrange flowers, and 
would like to minister to women 
during the two most important 
events in their lives, then please 
contact me.  I would love the 
help.   Amy Wende 

Now I know we have lots of ladies 
who would enjoy this kind of min-
istry!  So give Amy a call and sign 
up to help. 

Following is the first in a series of 
reports from our WIC Commit-
tee Chairs, so each of you in the 
church will know what is being 
done through this ministry and 
then will be able to find the person 
in charge of the area in which you 
desire to be involved. 

The Cheer Committee  

As the Chair of the Cheer Commit-
tee, my primary duties are oversee-
ing wedding showers and baby 
showers for the congregation.  
Also, the committee provides the 
decorations for the main meetings 

Christ’s Sympathy to Weary Pilgrims*  by Octavius Winslow 1808-1878 
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1 Peter 2:3-4 
“Do not let your 
adornment be 
merely outward, 
arranging the hair, 
wearing gold or 
putting on fine 
apparel, rather let it 
be the hidden person 
of the heart, with 
the incorruptible 
beauty of a gentle 
and quiet spirit, 
which is very 
precious in the sight 
of God.” 

Lean Hard! 
“Cast your burden 
on the Lord, & He 
shall sustain you.” 
Psalm 55:22 

 

Come join the  
Evangelism 
Explosion Team 



Report from the Session –  
September 2007 
 
Reviewed and accepted commis-
sion reports on the following 
individuals becoming communing 
members at Redeemer Presby-
terian: 
Joe & Marla Mooibroek 
Larry & Kay Meschkat 
Ben & Ashli Kottwitz 
Matt & Kris Blaede 
Jerry & Kim McIlroy 
Jason & Michelle Morton 
David & Anne Chamberlin 
Barbara McFarlane 

Approved bulletin inserts for 
Thanksgiving and Christmas 
 
Agreed to bring Steve Lytle 
onto the Session as a non-voting 
member until election of officers 
in January 2008. 
 
Approved to provide the list of 
spiritual gifts to the Ministry 
heads as a reference tool. 
 
RE Caldwell will contact Mid 
Cities Presbyterian Church in 
reference to the Dechert educa-
tion fund.  

RE Caldwell will provide addi-
tional information on Crown 
Ministry web cast and the cost 
to host at RPC in January 2008 
and to provide information on a 
Pastor’s conference in October 
2007. 
 
The Session meets on the third 
Tuesday of each month in the 
RPC library. The next meeting is 
Oct. 16, 2007.  
 
Clerk of the Session, 
Ed Kaylor 

 My hours in the of-
fice, effective Oct. 22nd will be 
Tuesday- Friday 8:30 - 1:30. 
 
 Since we are ap-
proaching the busy holiday 
season, the church calendar is 
filling-up rapidly.  So if you 
need to reserve a room(s) for 
a church activity, please con-
tact me so that I can make 
sure there is not a conflict 
already posted on the church 
calendar and then I will be 
sure to post your activity as 
well. 

Greetings from the church  

office! 
 As I am approaching 
my ninth week as the Adminis-
trative Assistant in the office , I 
am glad to say it has truly been 
a pleasure to serve the body of 
Redeemer in this capacity. 

If you have any questions 
or if you need help with any-
thing, please feel free to con-
tact me at the church office or 
via email at  

amyvender@hotmail.com  

One special request, If you 
need to leave me a note or 
some paperwork, please place 
it in my mail box in the copier 
room and not on my desk.  
With my desk being very pub-
lic, your note could easily be 
misplaced. 

 Working together for 
 God’s Church, 

 Amy Vender 

From the Desk of Amy Vender 

Redeemer Day School 

children attend Chapel every 
Tuesday and learn to pray and 
have a relationship with the 
Lord.   

We also have academic learning  
which teaches the letters, 
shapes and numbers that corre-
spond to each weekly theme, as 
well as introducing stories such 

as fairy tales and nursery 
rhymes.   

Currently, we are planning and 
creating our very first Fall Festi-
val Day which is planned to be 
on October 30th during the 
school day.   

Shelley Phillips, Director 

Redeemer Day School is off to a 
great start!  Formerly known as 
last year's Mother's Day Out, 
we have now become a school 
and have grown to having 72 
children enrolled.   

The school offers weekly 
themes and works on a bible 
base curriculum each day.  The 

Session Report 
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We have 
grown to 
having 72 
children 
enrolled. 

 

Amy Vender, 
Administrative 
Assistant 



(John MacDuff, "The Leper-
warrior" 1873) 

 
God's dealings with His 

people are often incomprehen-
sible. His name to them is that 
which He gave to Manoah, 
" W o n d e r f u l , "  " S e c r e t , " 
"Mysterious." 

That wearing sickness, 
that wasting heritage of pain, 
these long tossings on a fevered, 
sleepless pillow--where is God's 
love or mercy here? 

But the silence and 
loneliness of the sickbed is the 
figurative "wilderness," where 
He "allures" that He may "speak 
comfortably unto them, and give 
them their vineyards from 
thence" (Hosea 2:14, 15), rous-
ing them from the contemptible 
dream of earthly happiness, 
from the sordid and the secular, 
from busy care and debasing 
solicitude--to the divine and the 
heavenly! 

Or, that unexpected 
affliction of poverty--the crash 
of earthly fortune--the forfei-
ture of earthly gain--the strip-
ping of cherished treasure, and 
sending those 'nursed in the lap 
of luxury' penniless on the 
world--where is God's mercy or 
love here? 

But it is through this 
beneficial, though rough disci-
pline, that God weans from the 
enervating influence of prosper-
ity, leading them to exchange 
'the mess of earthly pottage' for 
'the bread of life'--perishable 
substance for the fine gold of 
heavenly wealth and durable 
riches! 

Or, that cruel blighting 
of young hope and pure affec-
tion--the withering of some 
cherished gourd--the opening of 
'early graves' for the loving and 
beloved; holiest ties formed, but 
the 'memory' of which is all that 
remains. Where is God's kind-
ness and mercy in creating 
bonds only to sever them? rais-
ing up friends only to bury 
them? 

The plaintive experi-
ence and utterance of the be-
reaved mother in Israel, is that 
of many, "Call me not Naomi, call 
me Mara, for the Almighty has 
dealt very bitterly with me!" (Ruth 
1:20) 

But the shallow rills 
are dried by Him, in order to 
lead to the 'great Fountainhead'. 
The links of earthly affection are 
broken, in order that stronger 
and more enduring ones may be 
formed above. The rents have 
been made in the house of clay, 

only to render more inviting the 
eternal home in heaven--
stimulating us to live more for 
that world where all is perfec-
tion--where we shall stand with-
out a fault before the throne! 

Yes, suffering Chris-
tian! believe it--your trials are 
designed by Him who sent 
them, to bring you nearer Him-
self! They are His own ap-
pointed gateways, opening up 
and admitting to great spiritual 
blessings! 

The mother eagle is 
said purposely to put a 'thorn' 
into her nest to compel her 
young brood to fly. If God gave 
us no thorn--if He never dis-
turbed the "downy nest of our 
worldly ease"--we might be 
tempted to remain grovelers 
forever! He knows us better! 
He loves us better! 

The day will come 
when we shall joyfully testify, 
"Had it not been for these wil-
derness experiences--that pro-
tracted sickness--that loss of 
worldly position--the death of 
that cherished friend--I would 
still have been clinging to earth 
as my portion, content with the 
polluted rill and the broken 
cistern, instead of drawing wa-
ter out of the wells of salva-
tion!" 

it that we go mute when it 
comes to the most important 
things? Is it really that we don't 
know how or is it that our faith 
is more intellectual than experi-
ential so that we really don't 
have much of a testimony to 
share? What if we never read 
the book, saw the movie, ate 
the meal or took our car to the 
mechanic? What kind of testi-
mony  cou l d  we  g i v e ? 
Evangephobia will continue to 
spread through the American 
church if we continue to keep 
the Good News to ourselves. 

Many confess they just don't 
know how to share their faith. It 
seems odd that many of these 
same Christians can easily talk 
about having read a great book, 
seen a great movie, dined at a 
great restaurant, or received 
great service from an auto me-
chanic. Recommendations and 
testimonies flow freely in regard 
to these everyday occurrences, 
yet when it comes to sharing 
our personal experiences with 
our great Savor, we suddenly 
lose all ability to communicate. 
DON'T LET IT SPREAD Why is 

_____Dr. Ken Priddy. 
 
 When I read this article in the 
September issue of the ASSO-
CIATE REFORMED PRESBYTE-
RIAN I was deeply moved with 
the reality of the truth of 
evangephobia until I realized we 
have the cure. It's called 
Evangelism Explosion. 
_____Marty Phagan  

Evangelism Explosion continued from page 5 

If  God gave us no thorn 
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Yes, suffering 
Christian! 
believe it--
your trials are 
designed by 
Him who sent 
them, to bring 
you nearer 
Himself!  

“It is good for me 
to be afflicted so 
that I might learn 
Your decrees.”  
Psalm 119:71 

EVANGEPHOBIA—
DON'T LET IT 
SPREAD! 
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